[Desensitisation with hymenoptera venom in children].
The efficiency of immunotherapy with hymenoptera venom is well known in adults. Its clinical tolerance and its immunologic consequences during an accelerated desensitization program were studied in children with bee venom (n = 12, average age: 9.4 +/- 4.6 years) or wasp venom (n = 6, average age: 10.4 +/- 3.7 years) hypersensitivity. Results were compared with those obtained in adults susceptible to bee venom (n = 15, average age: 36.6 +/- 10.4 years) or to wasp venom (n = 18, average age: 36.2 +/- 7.4 years). Despite doses identical to those used in adults, clinical tolerance was better in both groups of children. Provocation tests (6 children, 10 adults) after immunotherapy showed a similar efficiency of the treatment in adults and children. The immunologic study showed a significantly greater increase in specific IgG in children, and a significant decrease in specific IgE (p less than 0.05) only in children treated with bee venom.